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A 495 NINE TO FIVE
Five Questions for Kim Roberts

While the 1-495 beltway encircling Washington, D.C. may elicit thoughts of morale-crushing congestion and
fender benders, Beltway Poetry Quarterly, an online literary journal and resource bank, instead traffics in some of

the best writing from D.C.’s literary scene. We talked to its founder and editor, Kim Roberts, about her work
with the journal and her history in D.C. and environs.

KYLE DARGAN: I assume that most people around D.C. today know you as the editor of Beltway
Poetry, but you mentioned to me before that you've had a considerable career in the D.C.-area arts

scene. Would you mind talking about that background a bit?

KIM ROBERTS: I moved here for a teaching job over twenty years ago (as an adjunct at the
University of Maryland), but soon transitioned to the nonprofit arts world, where I've worked for the
most part ever since. My arts administration jobs have included Publicist for the DC Shorts Film
Festival, Director of an after-school arts program for elementary school students called Project Create,
Executive Director of the Friends of the Torpedo Factory Art Center, and Arts Education Specialist for
the Cultural Affairs Division of Arlington County government.

For the past few years, I have worked as a freelance writer and editor, but starting this Fall, I will
be the Director of the National Award for Arts Writing, an annual book award administered by the Arts
Club of Washington.

In addition to Beltway Poetry, I also edit another online journal, Delaware Poetry Review, which

is a group effort with five other editors. I serve on a couple of advisory boards, teach a memoir class at a
Unitarian Church in Bethesda, Maryland, research and write the annual walking tours for The Big Read

program (through the Humanities Council of Washington), participate in the Folger Shakespeare
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Library’s Poets-in-the-Schools program each Spring, and recently started volunteering for the DC

Advocates for the Arts.

DARGAN: So, in the midst of all those commitments, how did you come to create Beltway Poetry and

how has it evolved over time?

ROBERTS: My friend Kathy Keler started -

DARGAN
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